Honored to be here.  I do not do things like this ever.  I don’t consider myself the “guest speaker guy.”  Not going to find me on the radio or TV.  I have had three callings on my life for some time.

· The local church

· Pittsburgh

· Emerging Leaders

The foundation of what I want to talk to you about today is based on a book I read many years ago titled; “A Tale of Three Kings” by Gene Edwards.  

I want to tell you a story about three Kings.  These stories are found in the Books of 1 & 2 Samuel. Some of this story will be directly from scripture, some will be my paraphrase, and some will be my thoughts. If you want a list of the scripture references or if you want this talk in its entirety just email me and I will forward it to you and you have my permission to use it word for word and not give me any of the credit!  When I am done I simply want to give you a few things to think about concerning what I believe to be a very difficult yet crucial issue for all of us to wrestle with.  

About 3,000 years ago the people of Israel looked around and saw that all the surrounding Nations had Kings and decided that’s what they wanted.  God desired them to remain a Theocracy, meaning God wanted them to follow Him, not a King chosen because of military prowess or birthright, God desired them to follow His character, His Ways, and His Mission and if they did He would never leave them and always provide for them…but they didn’t want that…they wanted what everyone else had…a King.

Samuel, the last Judge of Israel, following God’s instruction gave the people what they wanted and he anointed Saul the first King of Israel.  Saul was tall and handsome, he was a mighty warrior and the people had what they wanted; a King like the other nations had.  They put their trust in a man and hoped he would lead them well.  Saul had some early successes however he quickly decided to “do what was right in his own eyes” rather than remaining humble and submitted to the true King and God of Israel. Early in Saul’s Kingship instead of waiting on Samuel to arrive Saul impatiently took on the role of a priest…this is important; knowing full well he did not have the authority to do so… he performed a Priestly sacrificial duty on his own in direct violation of the Law of Moses. On another occasion after receiving specific instruction from God on what to do upon defeating the evil Amalekite forces he blatantly disobeyed. Based on his own best interest; he spared their King and kept the finest livestock and valuables for himself.  Bottom line; immediately after being given authority by God, Saul would not submit to God’s ways.

Don’t we sometimes do the same thing?  We want to follow and emulate God’s character, His ways, and His plan for our life, right?  But, like Saul we become impatient with the authority we have been given and we push for more, right? At work we want less oversight… “Don’t micromanage me.”  As a teenager we want less involvement from our parents.  We are also just as impatient with God as we are with a parent or a boss; “God I know you said this but I need this now, I deserve this, I don’t want to wait.”  We are impatient and like Saul we push the boundaries of God’s authority. 

Back to the story of the three Kings.  Around this time there is a boy in Bethlehem that has seven older brothers.  Man can you imagine that, seven bosses plus dad.  He is way out in the field doing the lowliest of jobs, tending sheep.  He sees his older brother racing towards him screaming something about an old Prophet that has come to the house and wants to see him.  He runs home, swings open the door, red faced and sweaty and is asked to kneel before this grey hair bearded man.  Confused with eyes closed he feels oil being poured over his head and knows this is some kind of symbol to designate royalty.  Next he hears this Prophet Samuel say; “Behold, the Lord’s anointed.”  What?

At the same time King Saul has completely gone off the rails…he has become an out of control madman. His blatant refusal to submit to the ways of God has left him an emotional, self-centered  mess.  He is struggling with rage and depression and one day someone told him about this teenager named David that played and sang music that was soothing to the soul.  Young David played for King Saul, Saul felt relief so he kept David close to him at the Palace.  David still had his job as shepherd boy for his family but he also was the King’s personal musician and because the King also saw what a brave warrior and slingshot expert he was Saul made David his own personal armor bearer.

A few years later Saul and his army were in battle formation against the Philistines and on this day David was working for his family.  However instead of tending to the sheep his father sent him to deliver food to his three oldest brothers that were soldiers in this battlefield standoff.  For days a giant had been taunting Israel’s Army, cursing the God of Israel, challenging any of Israel’s elite warriors to come forward and face him.   No one came forward, that is until David showed up with his brother’s lunch.  See on those days of solitude tending sheep in addition to becoming quite a singer and songwriter he had also spent day after day becoming deadly accurate with his slingshot. He had dropped a bear with his sling; surely he could drop this large man named Goliath.  
And drop him, he did!  That day David became a folk hero throughout all of Israel.  He also became close friends with Saul’s son Jonathan.  David’s reputation as a mighty warrior was talked about all over the land.  People even sang songs; “Saul has slain his thousands, but David his tens of thousands.”  Imagine how this made the already mad King Saul feel!  David was no longer tending sheep instead he became a division army leader, a warrior yet all the while he still played his music in an effort to calm the mad King.  King Saul realized David’s popularity was growing and he was increasingly threatened by young David.  One day David was playing music for Saul and Saul lost his mind, jealousy and anger raged in him and he threw a spear at David in an attempt to kill him.  I believe there are two things that can happen when someone throws a spear at you.  One you can get wounded and that wound, if not attended to, will cause bitterness, or rage, or jealousy and before you know it you are as mad as the one who through the spear.  Two, you can duck, pick that spear up and throw it back.  You would have every right to wouldn’t you?  I mean you’re not going to get pushed around like that, right?  However if you pick up that spear and throw it back my guess it will become easier and easier for this to be your pattern when difficulty and conflict comes your way. Over time you will become quite a skilled spear thrower, and someday you might wake up and have become the mad king.  
David understood one thing; Saul was God’s anointed.  Somewhere in this God had a plan and as incredibly difficult as it was David chose not to take matters into his own hands and throw that spear back.  David submitted.  He did not throw that spear, he left the company of the spear thrower, and he kept his mouth shut.   Saul was certainly a mad man, yet in David’s mind Saul was still God’s anointed King, with authority over Israel.  David did not throw spears, he kept his mouth shut, and for the next ten years or so David ran for his life as Saul hunted him down
On one occasion David and a group of his men were hiding in a cave in a desolate area called the Crags of the Wild Goats.  Incredibly into this cave walks King Saul; he is headed to the back of the cave to go to the bathroom.  He drops his robe, by the way, a robe that would have carried great significance.  Back then robes reflected your identity.  Inscribed on them was everything including your profession, your family lineage, and status.   Saul’s robe would have been magnificent.  David’s men quietly rush to tell David; “God has served Saul up to you, he is defenseless, go take him out.”  Instead David sneaks up and seizes the robe and secretly cuts off a corner and unknowing to Saul, although he was defenseless, David allowed him to leave the cave unharmed. As Saul is departing with his army David emerges from the cave and holds up the corner of his robe and bows down before Saul and says; “I could have taken you out, ended your kingship, your lineage and status but I will not harm God’s anointed one. No matter how you treat me I will continue to submit to God, I refuse to throw spears and I refuse to harm a defenseless King.”  
What if David would have thrown that spear or took Saul’s head off while he was defenseless in that cave?  I have no doubt it would have been temporarily satisfying and justified.  But, would David have gone on to become the greatest King of Israel a man that God said was like no other; a man after God’s own heart?  I think he would have just become spear throwing, authority grabbing mad king.  God had work yet to do in David and God was using these ten years to mold him, to forge a trusting bond.   

Samuel the last Judge of Israel dies and with him goes Saul’s direct connection to God.  Saul continues in his unwillingness to submit to God.  God eventually removes his hand from Saul and his life spirals out of control.  In an epic battle with Philistines Saul’s army is routed, his sons are dead and mortally wounded, Saul takes his own life.  David receives word and he mourns...he does not rejoice, he weeps.  He is not a mad king, he is a submitted king.
David, once a shepherd boy and eighth son of Jesse, as many as thirty years after being anointed by Samuel is now recognized as King of Israel.  Thirty years of submission to God, refusing to circumvent the authority of God David is now prepared to accept the authority and lead…and lead well.  He shapes the rag tag Tribes of Israel that Joshua led into the Promise Land into a great nation.  David, submitted to God leads epic battle victories, expands Israel’s kingdom, cares well for the people, forgives past enemies, brings the Ark of the Covenant back to Jerusalem and is revered and loved by many.
Fast forward twenty years, Jerusalem is now the epicenter of Spiritual and political power and David is now an older King. Suddenly fifty mighty men are running ahead of the Chariot.  If you were to see this you would assume that it was King David in the chariot because that was the custom of a King to move around Jerusalem.  But, it’s not David, it is David’s young son Absalom, his hair is long and flowing he considered by some to be the most handsome man alive.  Handsome indeed, but also dangerously ambitious.  Next in line for the throne but unlike David who waited for God’s authority to be granted to him; Absalom did not want to wait.  Absalom no longer wanted to submit to his father, God’s anointed one, King David.
For four years Absalom positioned himself at the city gates of Jerusalem. As people came with problems he listened, he gave what seemed to be innocent advice.  He empathized and sympathized with the people.  If they bowed down in front of them he took their hand and kissed it and heard their struggles.  “Oh that is an awful injustice, I wish I could do something about it, but I can’t, my father is King.”  He would say; “Your claim is valid and if I had authority in the land I would see to it that everyone received justice…but I can’t while my father is King.”  Absalom had a plan and though it appeared he was submitting to David’s authority, it was subversive.  And after four years of this undermining and subversive submission it says; “Absalom stole the hearts of the people of Israel.”  

Next he deceived David and asked permission to leave Jerusalem and go to Hebron.  There he stepped out of the shadows of his conspiracy named himself the next King of Israel and rallied those he had passively yet aggressively turned against his father.  Without God’s blessing or anointing he rallied the men of Israel against God’s anointed one David.  

We all have a little Absalom in us don’t we? We don’t like to wait our turn; we want authority now.  Maybe some of you have used this subversive submission…passive aggressive tactic to undermine a leader or land a promotion to a place of leadership and authority.  If you did here is my word for you. You will spend your time in that role looking over your shoulder and wondering who might be deceiving or about to betray you.  Throwing spears is no way to gain authority and neither is a calculated coup. 
So what did David do as Absalom called Israel to rally to his coup?  One might assume David fortified himself in Jerusalem, rallied his troops, had the Ark of the Covenant brought to the front line and prepared to wage war  for the throne of Israel.  Nope; rather he gathered those closest to him, leaving the Ark of the Covenant behind, and he quietly exited Jerusalem.  He said; “I will submit this to God’s will. If he brings me back to Jerusalem as King so be it, if He does not so be it.”  Many wept as he left while some that were loyal to Saul pelted him with rocks and hurled insults at him. A brokenhearted and exhausted David fled to the countryside and Absalom rallied his best men to ride, track David down, and finish him.  

David’s mighty men formed a line to confront Absalom’s force and David’s outnumbered men, strengthened by God, overwhelm Absalom’s rebellion.  The same beautiful flowing hair that Absalom so loved is caught in a low hanging tree.  There he hangs helpless. Hearing this, David’s “hatchet man” Joab returns to the scene puts an end to Absalom as well as to coup. David receives news that he has won, he can return to Jerusalem as King.   He seeks no revenge on those that hurled the insults, he pardons those that turned on him, and he mourns; “O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom!  Would I had died instead of you…”
In Gene Edwards book  “The Tale of Three Kings” he tells this story quite poetically and much better than me and I would recommend it to you.  The story of these three Kings has one underlying theme.  Submission to authority.  No matter how mad King Saul became David was submitted to God and to the one God had anointed leader.  He refused to throw spears or harm the vulnerable King in that cave.  When Absalom attempted to seize from David what God had given him…kingship… David left the outcome up to God.  He did not seize control or leverage his power.  

Submission is so hard isn’t it?  As tough as this concept of submission is, as much as we rail against it, I am convinced that if you can learn to embrace it that it will lead to freedom.  Here are two simple motivations for submission?  One; “Better before Bigger.”  If you can submit to God’s authority, to the authority He has placed in your life you will indeed get better and it will result in a form of greater impact later.  The best thing that ever happened to prepare me to be Lead Pastor at this Church was the time I spent on staff at North Way and most specifically the 3 years I spent as the Executive Pastor completely submitted and right under the authority Jay Passavant.  You may be struggling under the current authority in your life whether that is at home, school, or work but maybe you simply need to submit and use this time to get better so God can do something bigger in your life.
Two; “Order before Blessing.”  Matthew 6:33 says; “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”  Some of us simply want God to add blessing before we have placed Him in the proper order in our life.  If you want God’s blessing you have to submit to His character, ways, and mission for your life.
About a thousand years after the story of these three Kings Jesus was gathered with His closest followers in an Upper Room.  The tension was so thick you could cut it with a knife.  He had been saying things like; “Son of Man will be delivered to the chief priests and the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death…”  John 13:1 tells us this; “It was time for him to go to the Father. Jesus loved his disciples who were in the world. So he now showed them how much he really loved them.”  (NIRV) It says he got up from the table and removed his outer garment; he removed his robe and lay it aside. I told you earlier about the significance of the robe at this time.  It would have identified Jesus as a teacher, Rabbi, an inscription may have said born in Bethlehem from the line of King David, the line which our Messiah will emerge from.  This is the robe that a woman simply touched and was healed of a 12 year demoralizing disease.  This is the robe that he wore as He calmed storms, healed the blind, and walked on water.  In a symbolic act He took off His earthly identity and laid it aside and picked up a servants towel and He washed their feet. I am about to reveal to you how much I love you and it starts with me laying aside my Heavenly identity and simply serving you as friend…I am going to wash your feet.   
But oh my goodness I am not stopping there!  He performed that act of serving just before the greatest act of submission in the history of all mankind.  Because that robe would be ripped to shreds and torn from His body as He would be beaten, spit upon, and mocked…spread naked and nailed to a cross.  Our gracious Father in Heaven providing the most generous gift ever known to mankind, the gift of His Son.  And that Son, in the most gracious act of submission ever known to mankind voluntarily went to the cross to reveal how much He loved us. Why?  Because He knew we were a people that insisted in “doing what was right in our own eyes” and without these acts of generosity and submission we were hopelessly separated from God.  

Submission is not sexy.  It does not make for good slogans or leadership quotes.  I am not talking about submitting when you are being asked to do something immoral or illegal.  In those cases step out from under that authority.  

I have watched so many young leaders across this city bounce around, disparage their boss, think they have it all figured out, and cycle in and out of churches and ministries.  
Dad

· Work harder than everyone else

· Come to work everyday

· Shut your mouth

